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 Press Release 

 Sunways AG’s employees and 
Management Board oppose 
exaggerated reduction of solar 
energy subsidies 

  

 Konstanz/Germany, 4 February 2010  Today at 11: 55 hours, 
about 120 employees of Sunways AG in Konstanz stopped 
working for 30 minutes. The company’s employees and 
Management Board protested against drastic cuts in solar 
energy subsidies envisaged by the Federal Environment 
Ministry. They fear serious consequences with respect to the 
economic condition of German photovoltaics manufacturers. 
At the second production plant of Sunways AG in 
Arnstadt/Thuringia, about 80 employees and the company’s 
Chief Technology Officer participated in a protest rally 
supported by several manufacturers.  
 
Employees and management called on the Federal 
Government to exercise sound judgement in connection with 
the planned one time reduction of feed in tariffs and to 
continue to encourage the so far successful development of 
manufacturers in the photovoltaic sector. “The Federal 
Environment Ministry’s proposal jeopardizes the future of PV 
manufacturers  in Germany and thus a large number of jobs”, 
said Michael Wilhelm, Chairman of The Management Board of 
Sunways AG in Konstanz. “These plans have to be revised 
urgently”, he added. „The amount of the one time decrease 
has to be reduced, the date as of which it is to take effect 
must be postponed.“ 
 
Roland Burkhardt, Chief Technology Officer of Sunways AG, 
stated in Arnstadt: „This wrong approach would finally result 
in Germany losing again an innovative, technology driven 
industry of local origin. Following the tough 2009 price round, 
there is only little leeway left to German manufacturers as to 
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an additional one time reduction“. 
 
The plants of more than a dozen solar companies were 
symbolically shut down today throughout Germany. The 
companies thus participated in a protest campaign initiated by 
the Bundesverband Solarwirtschaft (German Solar Industry 
Association  BSW Solar) under the motto „Curtailing solar 
energy means curtailing our future". In this context, it is 
supported by a large number of federal and state politicians 
across all parties. 
 
Background information on this Germany wide campaign is 
available at www.solar made in germany.de. 
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 This press release is also available on www.sunways.de. 
  

 About Sunways 
 
Sunways AG, Konstanz/Germany, stands for consistent use of solar 
energy to secure long term energy supply of man in an efficient and 
sustainable manner. Sunways offers technological competence, 
performance and highest quality – from single components to 
complete solar systems. 
Since its foundation in 1993, Sunways AG evolved into a technology 
leader in the photovoltaics industry serving international markets. 
With silicon based solar cells, inverters, solar modules and solar 
systems, the company offers all components required for high yield 
photovoltaic power generation. With photovoltaic solutions tailored to 
customers’ needs (transparent and coloured solar cells, building  
integrated photovoltaic installations), Sunways makes exceptional 
ideas reality. 
Sunways Production GmbH in Arnstadt/Germany is a subsidiary of 
Sunways AG; in addition, the group has own branch offices in 
Barcelone/Spain and Bologna/Italy. In 2008, Sunways AG with about 
370 employees realised sales of about € 260 million. 
The shares of Sunways AG are listed at the Frankfurt Stock Exchange 
(SWW, ISIN DE0007332207). 
For further information, please visit www.sunways.de. 

 


